Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 00496 151029Z 
21 

ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 DODE-OO /048 W 

011848 

R 15 101 1Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7523 
INFO USDAO NDJAMENA 
USDAO KINSHASA 
USCINCEUR 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0496 

E.O. 11652: MRS 
TAGS: MASS, MILI, GB 

SUBJ: CHANGES IN FOREIGN MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAM 
REF: STATE 051768 

1 . GENERAL BACKGROUND-TO DATE, USG HAS NOT HAD SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN GABON OF ANY KIND, WHETHER GRANT 
AID, FMS SALES, OR FOREIGN MILITARY TRAINING. OVER LAST 
FEW YEARS, GOG HAS MADE SCATTERED SMALL PURCHASES OF 
U.S. MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND A FEW GABONESE AIR FORCE 
PILOTS HAVE RECEIVED FLIGHT TRAINING IN U.S. COMMERCIAL 
AIRCRAFT SOLD GOG, BUT SALES AND TRAINING WERE EITHER 
ON STRAIGHT CASH BASIS OR FINANCED THROUGH EXIM BANK. 
PRACTICALLY ALL OF GOG FOREIGN MILITARY TRAINING NOW 
CONDUCTED IN FRANCE OR BY FRENCH INSTRUCTORS IN GABON. 
FRANCE PROBABLY OFFERS TRAINING AS GRANT ASSISTANCE OR 
UNDER SUBSIDISED PROGRAM WITH REDUCED COSTS. NOW, 
HOWEVER, USG IN PROCESS OF RESPONDING TO GOG REQUEST FOR 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE. FINAL DECISION NOT YET REACHED BUT 
INDICATIONS ARE THAT MODEST FMS CREDIT SALES PROGRAM 
MAY BE ESTABLISHED. 


2. REPLIES TO QUESTIONS IN ORDER OF THEIR PRESENTATION 
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A) SINCE GOG HAS NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH FMS TRAINING 
AND, THEREFORE, NO BASIS OF COMPARISON WITH NEW PRICES, 

THERE SHOULD BE NO EFFECT ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS 
FROM THE INCREASE INTHESE TRAINING COSTS. HOWEVER, 

GOG CAN BE EXPECTED TO CLMPARE U.S. TRAINING COSTS WITH 
COSTS OF SIMILAR TRAINING AVAILABLE FROM FRENCH. 

B) GOG MILITARY IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS OF SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE NEEDS CONCENTRATED ON EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
AND, EXCEPT FOR AIR FORCE, DID NOT INDICATE THEIR 
PRIORITIES FOR TRAINING. HOWEVER, LOGICAL TO ASSUME 
THAT IF FMS CREDIT SALES PROGRAM WERE ESTABLISHED HERE, 

TRAINING OF GREATEST INTEREST TO GOG MILITARY WOULD 

BE IN MAINTENANCE AND USE OF EQUIPMENT SOLD UNDER SUCH PROGRAM. 

C) EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT U.S. NATIONAL INTERESTWOULD 
ALSO BE SERVED BEST IF TRAINING WERE OFFERED AS COMPLEMENT 
TO SALES OF EQUIPMENT UNDER FMS PROGRAM. EMBASSY ALSO 
BELIEVES THAT IF COSTS OF SUCH TRAINING NOT EXORBITANT 
AND INCLUDED AS PART OF FMS SALES PACKAGE, THEN GOG 
LIKELY TO AGREE TO PURCHASE TRAINING ALONG WITH EQUIPMENT. 

D.E.F.) NOT APPLICABLE TO SITUATION IN GAB ON .DEJ ARNETTE 
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